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ARXIORANDUM FOR: The Honorable Hen ¥ A. Eissinger
- Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs
W3 .
& s - . ) - } [P V-
SUBJECT : Modification of Security Classification
REFERENCE ? Your Memorandum, Subject: Modification of

the Security Controls for the Products of
Photographic Reconnaissanca Satellites,
dated 23 November 1973 '

1. The referenced memorandum contains the President's
approval of modifications of some of the special security
controls related to the U. S. photographic satellite recon—
naissance program. One of these changes provided that
thenceforth: o : : . S

( "The fact that the United States Government conducts
a2 photographic satellite reconnaissance program for
foreign lntelligence collection be classified SECRET.”

2. The purpose of this memorandum is to seek Presidential
instructions as to whether the above provision shall be
continued or changed to brovide that the "fact of” the progranm
be unclassified. There is a difference of opinion within the
Intelligence Community and the Departments aftfected with

,,iispéct to this guastion.

h 3 2 fact that the U. S. Government conducts a photo-
srabkhil a2llite reconnaissance program 1s widaly known and
is fre ly the subject of press and public commant.
Ratent £ the classification places Gowvarnmant cfficials
In tha ition of visclating tha classification or baing
inreas ly reticent in discussions wilth the Congrass, the
FEeSS, 2nd tne public. Important aspects oI the program, such
*3 the 'r:30lution, swath width, freguesncy, arc., snould remain
ciassifiad, but these can remain classified in the sames fashion
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Ob4mction to the declassification of the "fact of"
ram rests on two major argumants. The f£first is the
ity that official admission by the U. S. 0f suc¢n
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£ the nations photographed. The question could
n issue in the Unitad MNations over "unauthorized

ance” of national territories, and the Soviet Union’

pa'ticularly disturbed by public recognition of
b
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ility, which it has veiled under the eupnemisnm of
tchPlca1 means of verification” in the Strategic
lon agreeﬁajts, The second raascn is that de-
the "fact of" the program could loosen the
traditicn wnich has grown up within the Inte
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QLO could anu esult in the
ram which
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6. T recommand that this Ga:s:loq bha discussad at the
forthcoming masting of the National Security Councll
Intelligence Committesz. My own racommendation is t
the "Zfact of” photograpnic satellite reconnaissance by the
J. 5. 1 believe this should be done as follows:

a. ‘The Prasidant be advised of tne argumentatio

ahove and issue a dacision that the fact that the U.

Government conducts a photographic satellite recon-

naissance program for foreign inteliligence collactio

will ke unclassified.

‘b. Th2 change bz implemsnted simply by changin
the appropriate security regulations. '

¢c. Thers be no official public announcement of
change, and an effort bz mads to minimize publicity
about it.

éd. All other aspects of the U. S. satellite
raconnaissance program for the collection of foreign
i:telllgance remain classified in accordance with
axisting regulations.

/s/ Bi
W. H.
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